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More than 100 years ago, when creating the court system of the newly founded
Latvian State, the Senate of Latvia was established as the highest court instance or
cassation instance. It operated until November 1940, when it was liquidated by the
Soviet quthorities. In the restored Republic of Latvia, the Senate was reconstituted
within the Supreme Court,; in 2013 the name of the Senate was deleted from the name
of the cassation instance. However, since 2018 the Supreme Court can again be called
the Senate and the judges of the Supreme Court — the Senators.
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An independent judicial power exists in the Republic of Latvia alongside the legislative and
executive power. In the three-instance court system of Latvia, the Supreme Court or the Senate
operates as the third or the highest-level court, which hears cases in the cassation instance.

Administratively, the Supreme Court is
not related to district (city) or regional courts.
The Chief Justice and Senators of the Supreme
Court may not control or instruct judges of
lower instance courts about hearing particular
cases, or on organisational matters. The link
between courts at all levels is manifested only
procedurally by hearing appealed cases or
cases, in which a protest has been submitted,
from the courts of lower instance, as well as by
developing uniform case-law and judicature.

The basis of the Supreme Court’s

In Latvia, court cases shall

be heard by district (city)

courts, regional courts and the
Supreme Court, but in the event
of war or a state of emergency,
also by military courts.

Article 82 of the Satversme [Constitution]
of the Republic of Latvia

functioning is laid down in the Satversme of the Republic of Latvia. The establishment, structure and
competence of the Supreme Court is set out in the law “On Judicial Power”. The procedural laws -
the Civil Procedure Law, the Criminal Procedure Law, and the Administrative Procedure Law - define
the procedure for hearing cases under the cassation procedure.

BASIC FUNCTIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT

{ {
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ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE
IN CASSATION INSTANCE

The cassation instance at the Supreme Court or the Senate consists of three Departments:
the Department of Civil Cases, the Department of Criminal Cases, and the Department of
Administrative Cases.

Cassation (Latin, cassation - disaffirmation) involves examining rule of law of a judgment
or a decision of a lower instance court. A cassation instance does not review a case on its merits;
its competence does not include clarifying the facts of the case and examining and evaluating
evidence. The cassation instance examines conformity of a judgment appealed with provisions of
substantive and procedural law and decides on the basis of relevant case materials.

Departments of the Supreme Court review cassation complaints and protests against decisions
in cases heard under appellate procedure. In certain categories of cases specified in procedural laws,
the Supreme Court is a cassation instance for decisions of first instance courts. The Department of
Administrative Cases is the first and only court instance in certain categories of cases.

Cassation instance judgements and decisions are not subject to appeal.

IN 2019, 1208
THE SENATE 951

REVIEWED 783

2942 CASES

¢ civil cases criminal cases administrative cases *

Joint sitting of the Senators of the Department of Administrative Cases of the Senate.
The arrangement of the Courtroom complies with Covid-19 pandemic safety measures

THE SUPREME COURT WITHIN THE LATVIAN COURT SYSTEM | 11
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FORMATION OF UNIFORM CASE-LAW

The Supreme Court may not adopt explanations on application of law that would be binding
upon courts; however, the law “On Judicial Power” gives to the Plenary Session of the Supreme
Court the possibility to discuss relevant issues in interpretation of legal norms. The Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court may convene a general assembly of Senators of a Department of the Supreme
Court, which presents its opinion on issues of interpreting and applying legal norms as a decision.

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
convenes also meetings of the Chairs of the
Senate’s Departments to decide on an issue
submitted by a judge or by a court regarding
jurisdiction over a case.

The Senate’s rulings, which are
important for formation of uniform case-law,
are systematised in the database of the case-
law of the Supreme Court both chronologically
and according to categories of cases, as well
as indices of legal acts used in the rulings and
of the quoted rulings are prepared. Theses of
rulings that constitute judicature - findings of
the Court that are important for development
of law - are prepared and published.

.'-_*_L . Cmpe T e The Division of Case-Law and Research,

: in cooperation with Senators of the Supreme

Yearbooks containing most significant rulings Court and invited experts, also Complles.case—

of the Senate have been published every year law and conducts research on topical issues
since 1996 of law.

12
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE AVAILABILITY OF SUPREME COURT RULINGS

Yearbook of 2006 2013 2019
Senate’s Rulings : :
1996 2004 201 2018

Selection of Senate’s rulings at
www.at.gov.lv :

Case-law database
(Court Information System - TIS) :

Classification of rulings according to
categories of cases at www.at.gov.lv !

Judgements and a part of decisions at www.manas.tiesas.lv |

Index of legislative acts and quoted rulings at www.at.gov.lv

All Senate’s rulings (except those of action meetings) at www.manas.tiesas.lv

Senate’s case-law findings at www.likumi.lv :

10 148
NUMBER
OF RULINGS
AVAILABLE 5520
(Data: 1 October 2020) 3845 859
i in the Yearbooks at.gov.lv manas.tiesas.lv likumi.lv i
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DISCIPLINARY COURT

The Disciplinary Court is convened to examine the legality of the appealed decisions adopted
by the Judicial Disciplinary Committee, to verify the legality of the appealed negative opinions
provided by the Judicial Qualification Committee, and to examine an appealed decision by the
Prosecutor General on applying disciplinary sanctions.

The Disciplinary Court is comprised of six Senators from the Departments of the Supreme
Court, two Senators from each Department; they are elected for the term of five years by the
Plenary Session of the Supreme Court.

The Chair of the Disciplinary Court is appointed from among these Senators by the Plenary
Session.

N Disciplinary Court in 2020. The Chair of the Disciplinary Court is Inara Garda
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COOPERATION AND DIALOGUE

The Supreme Court forms a dialogue within the judicial system, namely, with the
Constitutional Court, regional courts and district (city) courts, discussing important legal and
procedural issues. Senators conduct training both at the Latvian Judicial Training Centre and at
Latvian Judges’ Conferences.

Cooperation is also being established with other branches of state power - the legislature
and the executive. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court participates in the meetings of the
management of the constitutional bodies convened by the State President.

The Supreme Court cooperates with international judicial organizations and networks. The
Court is a member of the Network of the Presidents of the Supreme Judicial Courts of the European
Union and the Association of the Councils of State and Supreme Administrative Jurisdictions of the
European Union, as well as it participates in the Conferences of Chief Justices of the Central and
Eastern Europe Law Initiative (CEELI).

The Supreme Court ensures the operation of the Judicial Council in the European Network
of Councils for the Judiciary (ENCJ).

Senators of the Supreme Court are representatives of Latvia in various European
institutions - the Council of Europe’s Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ), the
Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE), the European Association of Judges for Mediation
(GEMME), the Circle of European Trademark Judges (CET-J), the European Union Agency for
Fundamental Rights (FRA).

Discussion of the Supreme Court “Building the Rule of Law Together” at the Conversation Festival LAMPA
in September 2020. From left: Editor of the magazine ‘Jurista Vards” Dina Gailite, President Egils Levits,
Prime Minister Krisjanis Karins, Deputy Speaker of the Saeima Inese Libina-Egnere, President of

the Constitutional Court Ineta Ziemele and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Aigars Strupiss

THE SUPREME COURT WITHIN THE LATVIAN COURT SYSTEM
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL ¥ | T A e
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The Judicial Council is a collegial institution of the judicial power, which is involved in the : | | | | 1II|I“
elaboration of the policy and strategy for the judicial system, as well as in improving organisation ' .
of the work of the court system. The Judicial Council was established with the aim of balancing the
relationship between the executive power, the judicial power and the legislative power, allocating to it
an important role with regard to issues pertaining to the judicial system.

The Judicial Council is chaired by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. The Judicial Council
has 15 members - eight permanent members (officials) and seven elected members. The Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, the President of the Constitutional Court, the Minister of Justice, the Chair
of the Legal Affairs Committee of the Saeima, the Prosecutor General, the Chairs of the Association
of Sworn Advocates, the Association of Sworn Notaries and the Association of Sworn Bailiffs are the
permanent members of the Council. The elected members are one judge elected by the Plenary Session
of the Supreme Court and six judges elected by the Conference of Judges.

The operation of the Judicial Council is ensured by the Secretariat of the Judicial Council, which
is a structural unit of the Supreme Court.

The Judicial Council in September 2020 at the solemn sitting dedicated to the 10" anniversary of
the establishment of the Council; Egils Levits, President of the Republic of Latvia, is also present

18 | THE SUPREME COURT WITHIN THE LATVIAN COURT SYSTEM THE SUPREME COURT WITHIN THE LATVIAN COURT SYSTEM | 19
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STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT
THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

DEPARTMENT
OF CIVIL CASES
( T
Division of Secretariat
Case-law and of the Judicial
Research Council
[ ]
Division
Ensuring
the Secrecy
Regime
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DEPARTMENT OF
CRIMINAL CASES

Division of

DEPARTMENT
OF ADMINISTRATIVE
CASES

ADMINISTRATION

Division of
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Resources
. Division of
Division of .

. Information
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CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

The work of the Supreme Court is managed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, who is
nominated by the Plenary Session from among the Senators in office and, following approval by the
Judicial Council, is appointed by the Saeima for the term of five years. The same person may be the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for not more than two successive terms of office.

The law “On Judicial Power” defines the competence of the Chief Justice with regard to
organising the work of the court. The Chief Justice chairs the sittings of the Plenary Session of the
Supreme Court, convenes and participates in sittings of the Chairs of Departments, during which the
jurisdiction over a case is decided, convenes assemblies of the Senators of Departments for discussing
topical issues of law. The Chief Justice has the
right to participate in adjudication of cases
before the Supreme Court.

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
submits to the Judicial Council proposals
regarding the total number of Senators in the
Departments. The Chief Justice nominates
candidates for being approved as the Senators
of the Supreme Court by the Saeima and
defines the Department, in which the Senator
will serve, transfers the Senator from one
Department to another Department under a
proposal of the General Assembly of Senators
of the respective Department, and also
submits a proposal to the Judicial Council

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Aigars Strupiss
has been leading the work of the Court since 2020

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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regarding a judge of the regional court, «
who would be tasked to replace a Senator [ see the Supreme Court as the

of the Supreme Court in case of a vacancy ﬂagship Of the legal system, which
or temporary absence. The Chief Justice formulates issues of application of

submits recommendations to the Saeima on .
dismissing Senators of the Supreme Court law in all branches Of law, except the

from office at their own will or due to being constitutional one, where there is
elected or appointed to another position, as the Constitutional Court. Within the
well as, in cases stipulated by law. limits Of its authority, the Supreme

The law “On Judicial Power” defines the Court forms an understan ding o f

competence of the ChiefJustice of the Supreme

Court with regard to issues pertaining to the law on the basis Of the examination
whole judicial system of Latvia. The Chief of specific cases under cassation
Justice chairs the Judicial Council, may submit d ”

g ; ) o procedure.
a request to the Judicial Ethics Commission to . o .
provide an opinion on the interpretation and Aigars Strupiss, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

breaches of ethical norms, and may participate

in the capacity of an advisor at the sittings of the Judicial Qualifications Committee. The Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court may propose to the Judicial Qualifications Committee to carry out
an extraordinary assessment of the professional activities of judges of all instances. The Law on the
Disciplinary Liability of Judges establishes the right of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to
initiate disciplinary proceedings in all cases envisaged in law with regard to judges of all courts.

Pursuant to the Advocacy Law, the Law on Bailiffs and the Notariate Law, the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court accepts the oath of advocates, bailiffs and notaries upon their coming into office.

The Investigatory Operations Law provides that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or
a judge of the Supreme Court specially authorised by him approves of the investigatory activity
measures to be implemented by special methods.

During temporary absence, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, upon his order, is replaced
by one of the Chairs of the Departments.

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT

Management of the Supreme Court: Veronika Krumina, Chair of the Department of Administrative
Cases of the Senate, Aigars Strupiss, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Anita Polakova, Chair of
the Department of Criminal Cases of the Senate, Normunds Salenieks, Chair of the Department of
Civil Cases of the Senate

CHAIRS OF THE DEPARTMENTS

The Departments of the Supreme Court are headed by the Chairs of Departments, who are
elected by the Plenary Session of the Supreme Court.

The term of office set for the Chairs of Departments of the Supreme Court is five years. The
law does not limit the number of terms in office that the Chairs of Departments may serve.

The Chairs of Departments also participate in adjudication of cases.

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT | 25



26

SENATORS

The total number of the Supreme Court Senators is set by the Saeima, upon recommendation
by the Judicial Council. The number of Senators in each Department is set by the Judicial Council
upon recommendation of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

A person may become a Senator of the Supreme Court after reaching the age of 40. The
maximum age limit for serving as a Senator of the Supreme Court is 70 years.

The candidates for the judge’s office are selected in an open competition. A candidate for the
office of the Senator of the Supreme Court may be a district (city) court or a regional court judge
with at least 10 years of service in the office of judge or a master’s or a doctoral degree, a person
with at least 15 years of service as a faculty member of a higher educational establishment in the
speciality of law, as a sworn advocate or in the office of prosecutor, as well as a former Justice of
the Constitutional Court, a judge of an international or supranational court.

A Senator of the Supreme Court is appointed to the office by the Saeima, without restrictions
as to the term of office. A judge of a lower court is appointed to an office in a higher court by the
Judicial Council.

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT

Senators of the Senate in September 2020

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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Senator Sandra Kaija signs the solemn promise of a judge,
and the President is going to give her a judge’s insignia. The symbols of the position of a judge are
an oath or solemn promise, an insignia and a crimson coloured robe

28 | STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT | 29



PLENARY SESSION OF THE SUPREME COURT

The Plenary Session is the general assembly of all Senators of the Supreme Court. Judges Emeriti
of the Supreme Court and the judges of regional courts, who are replacing the Senators of the Supreme
Court, may participate in the Plenary Session. The Prosecutor General is also entitled to participate in
the work of the Plenary Session.

The Plenary Session of the Supreme Court:

- nominates the candidate of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for confirmation in the
Saeima;

- provides opinion, whether grounds exist for the removal from office of the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court or the Prosecutor General,

- elects the Chairs of the Departments;

- elects one member of the Central Elections Commission from among judges;

- nominates two candidates for the position of the Constitutional Court Justices from among
the judges of the Republic of Latvia;

- elects one member of the Judicial Council from among the Senators of the Supreme Court;

- elects members of the Disciplinary Court and appoints the Chair of the Disciplinary Court;

- analyses and provides an assessment of the results from the previous year’s work of
the Supreme Court, of the report on financial and administrative activities, discusses
prospective tasks;

- discusses topical issues in interpretations of legal provisions.

The Plenary Session, as a self-government institution of judges, may discuss any topical issue of
the Supreme Court or the judicial system.

: Plenary Session of the Supreme Court
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SENATORS’ SUPPORT STAFF

At the Departments of the Supreme Court each Senator has an assistant. An adviser and legal
research counsels also work in each Department.

The counsels conduct research necessary for the work of the Department, participate
in drafting of the court ruling in complicated cases and in drafting legal acts, represent the
Departments in other institutions, working groups and conferences.

Support to Senators is provided also by the Division of Case-law and Research. Employees
of the Division prepare overviews, summaries and informative materials containing case-law
findings and proposals for development of uniform case-law. The Division selects and systematises
rulings by the Supreme Court Departments, selects case-law findings of judicature and updates
the database of judicature. Employees of the Division also conduct research on the solution to a
particular problem in the European Union and international law, judicature of international courts,
as well as in law and case-law of other countries.

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT

ADMINISTRATION

The Supreme Court is an independent state institution, and resources for ensuring the
operations of the Supreme Court are allocated directly from the State budget. The Supreme Court
Administration has been established for the organisational and operational management of the
Supreme Court, legal regulation on it is included in the law “On Judicial Power".

The Head of the Administration is employed and dismissed by the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court Administration consists of four Divisions - Division of Finance,
Division of Human Resources, Division of Communication, Division of Information Technology -
and the Chancery of the Supreme Court. A legal adviser and a project manager also work in the
Administration.

STRUCTURE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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THE TOTAL

NUMBER OF
SENATORS
IN 2020 - 36
The Chief
Justice
i The Department The Department The Department
of Civil Cases of Criminal Cases  of Administrative
Cases
NUMBER OF 56
EMPLOYEES
IN 2020 - 113 25
18
8 4 2
¢ Assistants, advisers, Division  Administration Chancery Secretariat of Division *
consultantsin the of Case- the Judicial Ensuring
Departments law and Council the Secrecy
Research Regime

Senators and employees of the Supreme Court in September 2020 ;
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CHAIRS OF THE SENATE MAIN PERIODS OF ACTIVITIES
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

THE SENATE OF LATVIA 1918 - 1940

Prior to 18 November 1918 the judicial system of the Russian Empire with the Court Chamber
and the Governing Senate in Petersburg functioned within the territory of Latvia. Following the
proclamation of independence, the new state had to organise its own legal system.

On 6 December 1918 the People’s Council of Latvia passed “The Provisional Regulation on Courts

and Judicial Proceedings in Latvia’, which defined the judicial system of the new state, consisting of

1 magistrate courts, regional court, the Court Chamber and the Senate of Latvia. The Senate of Latvia

Kristaps Valters Mikelis Gobins was pronounced the cassation instance for all cases; it was to hear cases collegially and was divided into

1920-1929, 1933-1934 1929-1931 three Departments - the Department of Civil Cassation, the Department of Criminal Cassation and the
Administrative Department. The General Assembly was the common institution for all Departments.

On7December 1918, the Provisional Government appointed the first Senators - sworn advocates
Janis Graudin$ and Kristaps Valters. On 19 December 1918 four more Senators were appointed.

During the existence of the Senate, 30 judges were appointed as Senators, but no more
than 17 Senators served at the same time. The Senate consisted of the Supreme Disciplinary Court,
and the Chief Prosecutor also worked within the Senate. In 1938, the Office of Senate’s Rulings was
established.

The Senate continued its work until 26 November 1940, when the Senators received an
order by the People’s Commissioner of Justice, effective immediately, dismissing them from office.
Repression began. Out of the then 16 Senators and seven former Senators, only three were destined
to remain in Latvia.

Karlis Ozoling Aleksandrs Gubens Seven Senators were deported to Siberia and perished there. Thirteen Senators went into
1931-1933 1934-1940 exile before World War II or at the end of it.

38 | HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT | 39
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Senators and prosecutors of the Senate of Latvia in 1938. In the ¥t row from the left: Senators
Rudolfs Alksnis, Janis Balodis, Karlis Purins, Chair of the Civil Cassation Department Osvalds Ozolins,
Chair of the General Assembly and the Criminal Cassation Department Aleksandrs Gubens,

Chair of the Administrative Department Janis Kalacs, Chief Prosecutor Fricis Zilbers,

Senators Fridrihs Konradi and Karlis Ducmanis; 2" row: Senator Augusts Rumpéters,

Prosecutor Erasts Bite, Senators Péteris Stérste, Jékabs Grots, Mintauts Cakste, Janis Skudre,

Péteris Leitans, Janis Ankravs, Teodors Bergtals, Prosecutor Teodors Udris

HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT

SOVIET PERIOD

Following the Soviet occupation in 1940 and incorporation of Latvia in the USSR, on 11
November 1940 the Presidium of the Latvian SSR Supreme Soviet issued a decree on restructuring
the Latvian court system. The magistrates’ courts were converted into People’s Courts, regional
courts kept their name, but operated under the Soviet law, the Court Chamber became the Supreme
Court of the Latvian SSR, but the former Senate was abolished altogether.

After 1944 a system of two-instance courts was established in Latvia, consisting of the district
and regional People’s Courts and the Supreme Court of the LSSR.

The Judges and lay judges of the Supreme Court were elected by the Supreme Soviet of the
Latvian SSR for a five years’ term. The Supreme Court had two judicial Panels - the Panel of Civil
Cases and the Panel of Criminal Cases. The protests against Panel decisions were reviewed by the
Presidium of the Supreme Court, but protests against the Presidium decisions - by the Plenary
Session of the Supreme Court.

HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INDEPENDENT
SUPREME COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

U

On 4 May 1990, the declaration “On Restoring the Independence of the Republic of Latvia’
was passed under which the Supreme Court of the Latvian SSR was renamed the Supreme Court
of the Republic of Latvia. On 16 May 1990 Gvido Zemribo was appointed as the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court and was entrusted with the task to continue working and to create the Supreme
Court of the independent Republic of Latvia.

On 15 December 1992, the law “On
Judicial Power” was passed to form the legal
basis for judicial reform of Latvia. The law
envisaged anew establishment of five regional
courts, but the Supreme Court was split into
the cassation instance - the Senate, and the
appellate instance - the Court Chambers.

On 3 October 1995 the Plenary Session
of the Supreme Court passed the decision
“On Establishing Senate Departments and
Court Chambers of the Supreme Court of the
Republic of Latvia”, approving the composition
and the Chairs of the Chamber of Civil Cases,
the Chamber of Criminal Cases, and the Senate
Departments of Civil Cases and Criminal Cases.
The Department of Administrative Cases
commenced work on 6 February 2004.

The first oath of the judges of
A special Supreme Court award has been created for the 25th anniversary of the restored Senate — the Supreme Court in the restored Republic

Silver Scales, awarded to significant people in the history of the Senate of Latvia on 8 April 1991
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FORMER CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT OF
THE RESTORED REPUBLIC OF LATVIA

Gvido Zemribo Andris Gulans Ivars Bickovics
1985-1994 1994-2008 2008-2020

HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT

REFORM OF THE SUPREME COURT

On 13 June 2013, the Saeima adopted amendments to the law “On Judicial Power”, envisaging
transition to a three-instance court system and providing that in all cases the first instance court
was the district (city) court, the appellate instance - the regional court, whereas the Supreme
Court was only the cassation instance.

This is the most important reform of courts since the restoration of independent state. The
Supreme Court was most significantly affected by the re-organisation, as its appellate instance was
liquidated. The Court Chamber of Criminal Cases belonged to the structure of the Supreme Court
until 31 December 2014, but the Court Chamber of Civil Cases — until 31 December 2016.

As the Supreme Court only performs the cassation function, the support staff of Senators
has been increased and the area of legal research work has been strengthened. Much attention is
paid to educating the public on the rule of law.

HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT
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PALACE OF JUSTICE

In 1936, Karlis Ulmanis, President of Latvia, admitted the need for a new central building for
the judiciary - the Palace of Justice, because judicial bodies located in Riga were suffering from
shortage of suitable premises.

A competition was announced for the most suitable project. Architect Fridrihs Skujin§ was
assigned the task of finalizing the project. On 4 December 1934, the foundation stone was laid.

The first stage of construction was completed in less than two years. The Ministry of Justice,
the Senate, the Court Chamber, the Riga Land Register, and other institutions dealing with judicial
work took seats in the Palace of Justice. The formal opening of the Palace of Justice was held on 9
December 1938.

The Palace of Justice contained 130 courtrooms, offices, and chancery premises. The Senate
occupied the second floor of the newly constructed palace. Its courtroom bore the following
inscription: “One law - one justice for all”

In 1940, when the Soviet regime liquidated the Senate, the premises of the Palace of Justice
became home to various Soviet government institutions, such as the LSSR Council of Ministers, the
State Planning Committee, and others. The second stage of construction of the Palace of Justice
went on, but no longer was intended for the Court’s needs.

Following restoration of Latvia’s independence, the Supreme Court requested the right to
return to the Palace of Justice. It was not just a Judges’ whim or paying to history its dues, but a
factual necessity, because two courts - the Riga Regional Court and the Supreme Court could not
work at the same building.

Senate’s Courtroom in the Palace of Justice in 1938. “One law - one justice for all” is written in
gilded letters in the centre. At present, it is the sitting room of the Cabinet of Ministers
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The reading room of the Supreme Court is arranged preserving the historical interior of the Palace
of Justice

4.8 | HISTORY OF THE SUPREME COURT

23 April 1996 was a historic date - the
Supreme Court returned to the Palace of
Justice, however just in the part of it - on the
side of Elizabetes Street. The premisesallocated
to the Supreme Court were insufficient, the
courtrooms of criminal cases were still located
in the building of Riga Regional Court. The
Cabinet of Ministers, the State Chancery, the
Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs continued to be located in the building.
Only gradually the premises of the Supreme
Court were expanded - in 2010 the Court
regained the premises that previously housed
the Ministry of Justice

However, the Supreme Court still has
not returned to its historically most significant
room - the Senate Courtroom. Likewise,
central entrance to the Palace of Justice, with
the sculpture “Justice’, created by sculptor
Karlis Zemdega, placed in its lobby, leads to
the premises of the Government, not those of
the Supreme Court.

Karlis Zemdega'’s sculpture “Justice” -

a girl with a sword and a book of laws in her
hand. The prototype of the Latvian Themis
is goddess Laima, who in Latvian folklore is
the one who decides destinies and divides
into fair shares




Part of

the exposition
of the Supreme
Court Museum

50 | HISTORY OF THEBUPREME COURT




52

SUPREME COURT MUSEUM

The Supreme Court Museum was created in 1998 on the eightieth anniversary of the Supreme
Court Senate. The foundation of the museum was greatly facilitated by Ditrihs Andrejs Lébers, son
of Senator Augusts Lébers.

The Museum contains historical evidence and documents dating back to 1918 - the beginnings
of the Senate. Materials containing evidence of the changes to the judicial system introduced by
occupation powers and the fates of its Senators during the Soviet period, their historical heritage,
are collected.

In 2005, when the 15th anniversary of restoration of the Latvian Supreme Court was
celebrated, the museum was supplemented with an exhibition about the period from the Latvian
National Awakening to the present time. Separate stands are devoted to the events of 1990,
restoration of the three-instance court system in 1995, as well as activities of the Rehabilitation
Division. Gvido Zemribo, the first Chief Justice of the restored Supreme Court, has made a great
contribution to development of the museum.

The materials from the collection of the Supreme Court Museum were used to create
the books “Senators. The Senate of Latvia 1918-1940", “Findings of Senators” and the video-film
“Yesterday and Today. The 95" Anniversary of the Senate of Latvia” The materials are used to
create thematic exhibitions in the court’s lobby.

Every year more than 60 guided tours are conducted for foreign delegations, students,
school pupils, exile Latvians, lawyers, and other interested persons.

The symbol of the centenary of the Senate of Latvia — Sipji grand oak from the native Rumba
parish of Kristaps Valters, the first Chair of the Senate General Assembly
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The Supreme Court
Bulletin is published
twice a year

THE SUPREME COURT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF LATVIA
THE SENATE

Address: 36 Brivibas Boulevard, Riga, LV-1511
Phone: + 371 67020350
E-mail: at@at.gov.lv
Homepage: www.at.gov.lv

Twitter: @Augstaka_tiesa

To arrange tours of the Museum and visits to the Supreme Court contact:
Division of Communication, + 371 67020396, + 371 28652211
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